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COMMENTS TO THE DRAFT INDUSTRIAL GENERAL PERMIT
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Because of current ceonomie conditions, we believe that addmemal treatment ‘control measures are likely
ta-achieve only minimal benefit at great expense and there propesed NALs and numeric effluent
limits (NELs) are simply not: appropriate at this time. R'uher the revlsed pemm should continue to use
the EPA benchmarks as they were intended — as benchmarks. The draft permit’s imcorporation of
‘benchmarks as'NALs serve a similar purpose as the EPA’s MSGP benehinark values but do not function
the same in that the NALs and NELs wigger enforceieiit ag oppnsed to being simply a target or goal. In
the proposed permit, if a discharger is not able to nyeet tﬁe:l‘%é\,l,s in Level 2 corrective action, the NALs

become NELs. The intentof the benchmarks is not to-estab effluent fimit-and the draft permit’s use
of NALs as NELs is without, proper justification and contra 1 program upon which the IGP
is based. The proposed 3 levels of corrective acuon ticrs have the potential to force the industrial user
info the -most: restrictive corrective action tier in just the perniit is adopted without any
mechanism to be nioved from Level 3 to-either Level 2 or wardless of the costs incurred and/or
amg;mvemenis to cach f: 10; "ty that dre made to protect. wiit ‘
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EVALUATION OF BACKGROUND LEVELS

. The Ihdﬁstrigi General Permit does not have any provision, other than an appeal to the Regional Water

~Quality Contro] Board, to allow us to evaluate background levels that may be higher than NALs/NELs or
to account for factors beyond our control, such as aerial deposition of contaminants at our facilities.
NALS/NELS in the Industrial General Permit were developed in the eastern part of the United States to be
used as benchmarks — not strictly enforceable limits or action levels, ‘We believe that California
background levels are significantly different and possibly higher than EPA MSGP benchmarks. The
[ndustrial General Permit needs to be revised to address this issue by using local or regional data.

CLOSED LANDFILLS

VRSD operates several closed landfills and the issues of how these closed landfills are to be regulated has
not been addressed clearly in this draft permit. Our post closure plans have been fully implemented at all
sites and the post-closure maintenance activities have been in place for over 10-years. These closed
landfilt sites shouid not be considered an industrial activity as landfill activities are no longer being
conducted. These closed landfills are engaged in maintenance activities as stipulated in their individual
Post Closure Maintenance Plans and Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plans. These plans are the
appropriate tools for closed landfills and to date they have demonstrated they are effective in ensuring the
protection of water quality.

Thank you for your consideration of -ohr comments. VRSD recognizes the technical and practical
challenges of developing a permit to regulate industrial stormwater runoff and because of that, we
encourage you to please take the appropriate time necessary to adopt a practical and meaningful permit.

If you have any questions please contact me at sallycoleman@vrsd.com or (805) 658-4674.

Sincerely, -

%W

SALLY COLEMAN - DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS




